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Matthaeus 3,13-17

Da kommer Jesus fra Galileea til Johannes ved Jordan
for at blive dgbt af ham. Men Johannes ville hindre
ham i det og sagde: "Jeg treenger til at blive dgbt af
dig, og du kommer til mig?" Men Jesus svarede ham:
"Lad det nu ske! For saledes bar vi opfylde al
retfeerdighed.” Sa fgjede han ham. Men da Jesus var
dabt, steg han straks op fra vandet, og se, himlene
abnede sig over ham, og han sa Guds and dale ned
ligesom en due og komme over sig; og der lgd en rgst
fra himlene: "Det er min elskede sgn, i ham har jeg
fundet velbehag!**

Nade veere med jer og fred fra Gud, vor Fader, og
Jesus Kristus, vor frelser. Amen.

Nar man kommer til Jordan-floden, kommer man fra
grkenen, hvor dgden hersker, ud til den dejlige flod,
hvor vandet giver liv. Det er et steerkt billede pa, hvad
den kristne dab betyder for os. Her Johannes dgbte
mennesker til syndernes forladelse. Og her kom Jesus
og blandede sig i daben.

1. Synden og daben

Da drog Jerusalem og hele Judaea og hele
Jordanegnen ud til ham (Johannes), og de blev dabt
af ham i Jordanfloden, idet de bekendte deres synder
(Matt 3,5-6).

Hvis der er noget, der kan gare livet til en grken, sa er
det svigt. Svigt i forhold til, hvad der var vores opgave
som mennesker. Svigt i forhold til hinanden. Svigt i
forhold til Gud, som har vist os sa tydeligt, hvad vi
skal bruges til her i livet. Alle former for svigt kaldes i
bibelen for "synd".

Synd i familien viser sig i berns ulydighed mod
foraeldre og i deres indbyrdes skaenderier og grove
selviskhed, nar de ikke vil dele med hinanden. Men
synden viser sig ogsa, nar voksne bgrn svigter deres
gamle foreldre. Sadan kan ma og store bgrn gare livet
til en grkenvandring. - @rkenen kan ogsa komme fra
foraeldrene selv, nemlig nar de fjerner Evangeliet og
Bannen fra familielivet. Da mister familien troens
feellesskab med Gud. Og alle bliver ensomme. Der
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13 Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan
coming to John, to be baptized by him. 14 But John
tried to prevent Him, saying, "l have need to be
baptized by You, and do You come to me?" 15 But
Jesus answering said to him, "Permit it at this time; for
in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he permitted Him. 16 After being
baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water;
and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on
Him, 17 and behold, a voice out of the heavens said,
"This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well-pleased."

Grace be with you and peace from God our Father and
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

When you get to the Jordan River, you come from the
desert, where death reigns, out to the lovely river
where the water gives life. It is a powerful image of
what Christian baptism means to us. Here John
baptized people for the remission of sins. And here
Jesus came and interfered in the baptism.

1. Sin and Baptism

Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region of
the Jordan went out to him (John), and they were
baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their
sins (Matthew 3:5-6).

If there is anything that can turn life into a desert, it is
failure. Failure in relation to what was our task as
human beings. Failure in relation to each other. Failure
in relation to God, who has shown us so clearly what
we are to be used for in this life. All forms of failure
are called "sin" in the Bible.

Sin in the family manifests itself in children's
disobedience to parents and in their quarrels and gross
selfishness when they do not want to share with each
other. But sin also shows up when adult children
abandon their elderly parents. This is how children and
older children can turn life into a desert walk. - The
desert can also come from the parents themselves,
namely when they remove the Gospel and Prayer from
family life. Then the family loses the fellowship of
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holdes maske familieandagt nu og da, men foraldrenes
indbyrdes skanderi og hardhed overdgver Evangeliet,
sa barnene ikke kan tro, hvad foreldrene siger, nar de
taler om Guds nade og keerlighed. Da er der grken i
familien.

| ®gteskabet breder grkenen sig, nar egtefaller bryder
deres lgfte fra bryllupsdagen. Maske ikke ved abenlys
utroskab, men ved, at de ikke giver sig ikke hen i
keerlighed. De satter egne behov farst. | medgang
nyder de sig selv. Og i modgang lader de deres
utilfredshed og utdlmodighed ramme agtefellen.
Sadan bliver &gteskabet til grken.

@rken findes ogsa hos dem, som ikke har familie. I det
daglige arbejde er der jo rigeligt at keempe med. Gud
sendte os jo ud af Edens have og palagde os smerte og
sved i hverdagen. Men han gjorde det med hab. Han
gav Adam og Eva et lgfte. Og han kleedte dem pa til at
leve i dgdens verden. Moses fortzller jo, at Gud lavede
skindtgj til dem (1 Mos 3,21). Gud Herren tilgav dem
og lovede dem en fremtid midt i et liv med smerte,
sved og dad.

Pa en made var det netop, hvad Gud gentog ude ved
Jordanfloden, nar Johannes dabte mennesker. Daben
kleedte dem pa til at leve i hverdagens grken med hab.
De mennesker, som bekendte deres synd og skyld og
blev dgbt til syndernes forladelse, kunne ga hjem i en
sikker vished om, at deres synd var forladt og

tilgivet. “Teenk, jeg er tilgivet! Jeg er renset i Jordans
vand ved Doberens ord!” - Tag denne tilgivelse med
ind i familien! Den er en kilde med liv og gleede. Brug
den i dit segteskab! Anse din a&gtefelle for at vaeree det
dabte menneske, som han/hun er. Husk, hvad Gud har
sagt i daben til ham/hende. S& kan du ogsa dagligt
stave pa ordene: "undskyld" og "jeg tilgiver dig". Og
nar du gar pa arbejde, da glem ikke, at du er dgbt og
dermed ikleedt Kristus. Han er dit gode arbejdstgj. Han
er med dig.

2. Synden uden daben

faith with God. And everyone gets lonely. Family
worship may be held from time to time, but the parents'
guarrels and harshness drown out the Gospel, so that
the children cannot believe what the parents say when
they speak of God's grace and love. Then there is
desert in the family.

In marriage, the desert spreads when spouses break
their vow from the wedding day. Maybe not through
blatant infidelity, but by the fact that they don't give
themselves in love. They put their own needs first. In
prosperity, they enjoy themselves. And in adversity,
they let their dissatisfaction and impatience fall on the
spouse. This is how marriage turns into desert.

Desert is also found in those who do not have family.
God sent us out of the Garden of Eden and imposed
pain and sweat on us in everyday life. But he did it
with hope. He made a promise to Adam and Eve. And
he prepared them to live in the world of death. Moses
tells us that God made leather clothes for them
(Genesis 3:21). The Lord God forgave them and
promised them a future in the midst of a life of pain,
sweat, and death.

In a way, this was exactly what God repeated out at the
Jordan River when John baptized people. Baptism
prepared them to live in the desert of everyday life
with hope. Those people who confessed their sin and
guilt and were baptized for the remission of sins could
go home with the sure assurance that their sins were
forgiven and forgiven. "Think, I'm forgiven! | have
been cleansed in the waters of the Jordan by the word
of the Baptist!" - Bring this forgiveness into the
family! It is a source of life and joy. Use it in your
marriage! Consider your spouse to be the baptized
person that he/she is. Remember what God has said in
baptism to him/her. Then you can also spell out the
words "sorry" and "l forgive you" on a daily basis. And
when you go to work, do not forget that you are
baptized and thus clothed with Christ. He is your good
work clothes. He is with you.

2. Sin without baptism

Imidlertid var det ikke alle, som kom ud til Jordan, der
blev dgbt. Nogle afviste daben og gik hjem med et
hardt ord i grerne. For til dem sagde Johannes

Dgber: ""Hvem har bildt jer ind, at I kan flygte fra
den kommende vrede?'" (Matt 3,7). De kom ikke ud til
Jordan for at fa tilgivelse, men for at undersgge, hvad
Johannes mon sagde til alle de darlige mennesker, der
blev dabt. Selv var de godt tilfreds med deres egen
fromhed. Begeer, snyd, hor og onde tanker var ikke
noget problem i deres liv. De kunne desuden Guds bud

However, not everyone who came out to the Jordan
was baptized. Some refused baptism and went home
with a harsh word in their ears. For John the Baptist
said to them, ""Who has made you think that you can
flee from the wrath to come?** (Matthew 3:7). They
did not come out to the Jordan for forgiveness but to
investigate what John said to all the bad people who
were baptized. They themselves were well satisfied
with their own piety. Lust, cheating, adultery and evil
thoughts were not a problem in their lives. They also
knew God's commandments on their fingers. John
asked them the question: "Have you not imagined
something for yourself?"




pa fingrene. Dem stillede Johannes spgrgsmalet: ”Har
1 mon ikke bildt jer selv noget ind?”

Hvis vi ikke kan se eller indse grove fejl og dgdstegn
hos os selv og klarer os fint uden dab og tilgivelse, da
vil Gud pa vor sidste dag tale til os om vore synder,
nemlig pa dommens dag. Men han gnsker at sige det
allerede i dag, nemlig for at vi kan hgre og tro pa Guds
tilgivelse og glaede os over det livgivende dabsvand.

3. Jesus og daben

If we cannot see or realize gross errors and signs of
death in ourselves and do just fine without baptism and
forgiveness, then on our last day God will speak to us
about our sins, namely, on the Day of Judgment. But
he wants to say it today, namely so that we can hear
and believe in God's forgiveness and rejoice in the life-
giving baptismal water.

3. Jesus and Baptism

Nu kommer sa spgrgsmalet: Hvad laver Jesus ved
Jordanfloden? Evangeliet svarer, at han kommer for at
blive dgbt. Men det er jo helt ved siden af. For daben
er for dem, der behgver tilgivelse. Derfor er den i hvert
fald ikke for Jesus. Derfor ville Johannes hindre Jesus i
at blive dgbt. Han sagde til ham: *Jeg treenger til at
blive dobt af dig, og du kommer til mig?” Men Jesus
svarede ham: ”Lad det nu ske! For sdledes bor vi
opfylde al retfeerdighed.” (Matt 3,14-15)

Hvis daben kun var vand og en prasts ord, da ville den
veere tom og indholdslgs og uden tilgivelse og frelse.
For praster har ligesom Johannes Dgber selv brug for
at blive dgbt. Din dab har ingen kraft, hvis ikke JESUS
deltager i den, ja, blander sig i den og traeder helt ind i
begivenheden. Og det gor han ude ved Jordan, da han
blev dgbt. Og begrundelsen er denne: “for at opfylde al
retfeerdighed”. Nar Jesus blander sig i vores dab,
komme han med retferdighed, ja, han “opfyider al
retfeerdighed”.

Tilgivelse er nemlig ikke a&gte, hvis den bliver givet pa
bekostning af retfeerdigheden. Forestil dig nemlig, at
du har stjalet 1 mill. kroner fra din nabo, sa han ma ga
fra hus og hjem. Kan en anden nabo da bare komme og
sige: ”Du er tilgivet!” — Hvor ville retfeerdigheden
veaere henne? Da ville den anden nabo med sin
tilgivelse gare det onde, du gjorde, endnu veerre, ved at
tilgive dig. Skulle han ikke hellere tage sig af den
nabo, du har ruineret?

Den &gte tilgivelse gar noget ved galden og skylden.
Hvis denne anden nabo betaler den million kroner til
den nabo, du har ruineret, og ogsa patager sig din
feengselsstraf, da giver det mening, at han tilgiver dig.
Og da vil naboen, som du ruinerede, ogsa vere godt
hjulpet! -Sadan kom Jesus til Jordan og blandede sig
med dem, der blev dgbt. Han var arsagen til, at
Johannes Dgbers ord havde indhold og var gyldige!
For Jesus bar verdens synd! (Joh 1,29).

/Aqte tilgivelse er ikke uretfeerdig, men retferdig. Guds
er retfeerdig, nar han tilgiver dig, fordi Jesus har baret
din skyld. Han er frelser for dem, du har svigtet, knust,

Now comes the question: What is Jesus doing about
the Jordan River? The gospel answers that he comes to
be baptized. But that's completely beside the point. For
baptism is for those who need forgiveness. Therefore,
it is certainly not for Jesus. Therefore, John wanted to
prevent Jesus from being baptized. He said to him, *'I
need to be baptized by you, and you come to me?"'
But Jesus answered him, "'Let it be done! For thus
we should fulfill all righteousness." (Matthew 3:14-
15)

If baptism were only water and the word of a priest,
then it would be empty and meaningless, and without
forgiveness and salvation. For priests, like John the
Baptist himself, need to be baptized. Your baptism has
no power unless JESUS participates in it, yes,
interferes with it, and enters fully into the event. And
he does so out at Jordan when he was baptized. And
the reason is this: "to fulfill all justice". When Jesus
interferes in our baptism, He brings righteousness, yes,
He "fulfills all righteousness."

Forgiveness is not genuine if it is given at the expense
of justice. Imagine that you have stolen 1 million
kroner from your neighbor so that he has to leave his
house. Can another neighbor just come and say,
"You're forgiven!" — Where would justice be? Then the
other neighbor, with his forgiveness, would make the
evil you did even worse by forgiving you. Shouldn't he
rather take care of the neighbor you've ruined?

True forgiveness does something about the debt and
guilt. If this other neighbor pays the million dollars to
the neighbor you ruined and also takes your prison
sentence, then it makes sense that he forgives you. And
then the neighbor you ruined will also be well helped!
-This is how Jesus came to the Jordan and mixed with
those who were baptized. He was the reason why John
the Baptist's words had meaning and were valid! For
Jesus bore the sin of the world! (John 1:29).

True forgiveness is not unrighteous, but just. God is
just when He forgives you because Jesus has borne
your guilt. He is the savior of those you have let down,
crushed, deceived or just overlooked. Because of
Jesus, baptism is not just water and priestly words.
Jesus is the man behind baptism. He takes the place of
the guilty criminal. Therefore, Christian baptism is not
a cultural spectacle, but the union of faith with Jesus.




bedraget eller bare overset. Pa grund af Jesus er daben
ikke bare vand og preesteord. Jesus er dabens bagmand.
Han tager den skyldige forbryders plads. Derfor er den
kristne dab ikke et kulturelt skuespil, men troens
forening med Jesus. Vi dar og opstar med ham (Rom
6,4). Vi bliver ikleedt ham (Gal 3,27). Guds egen Sgn
blander sig i ddben og ger os til ét med sig, fordi han
forinden gjorde sig til ét med os, da han blev menneske
som 0s, og da han blev dgbt i Jordans flod.

Og at han nu var pa vej til at opfylde al retfeerdighed
ved vi, fordi han efter sin dab satte kurs mod
Jerusalem. Her ville han dg og beere straffen for vore
synder. Det kostede Jesus livet, at han dgbt. Og pa vej
derhen gjorde han alle ting vel. Derfor kan daben befri
os fra alle vore synder, bade fra alle tidligere,
nuverende og kommende svigt! ... Men er et ikke for
billigt? Nej, det er ufatteligt kostbart. Jesus betalte med
sit blod.

4. Livet i daben

We die and rise with Him (Romans 6:4). We are
clothed with Him (Galatians 3:27). God's own Son
interferes in baptism and makes us one with him,
because he made himself one with us beforehand,
when he became man like us, and when he was
baptized in the Jordan River.

And that he was now on his way to fulfilling all
righteousness, we know because after his baptism he
set course for Jerusalem. Here he would die and bear
the penalty for our sins. It cost Jesus his life that he
was baptized. And on the way there, he did all things
well. Therefore, baptism can free us from all our sins,
both from all past, present, and future failures! ... But
isn't one too cheap? No, it is unbelievably expensive.
Jesus paid with his blood.

4. Life in baptism

Derfor findes der i grunden kun to mader at leve pa her
i verden: i tilgivelsen eller uden tilgivelsen, i daben
eller uden daben. Daben og troen forener os med
Jesus. “Den, som tror og bliver dobt, skal blive frelst.
Men den, som er vantro, skal dommes”, siger Jesus
(Markus 16,16). Sa er det altsa lige meget, om du har
gdelagt din nabos liv ved at ruinere ham, eller du kun
har syndet i dit hjerte. Det afggrende er, at du er dgbt
og setter din lid til Jesus. Hvor han er, dér er Himlen
aben. Hvor han er, dér taler Gud hgjlydt og siger til
dig: "Jesus er min sgn, den elskede. Og det er du ogsa!
Du er min sgn - min datter - og jeg elsker dig for Jesu
skyld!"

Det er Guds gave, at der findes en flod, som lgber
igennem den grken, vi lever i. Godt, at Jesus kom til 0s
i den grken. Hvor han er, der er DABENS FLOD med
levende vand. Og den forgrener sig ud i alle omrader i
vort personlige liv, ind i &gteskab, ind i familie og ind
i hverdagens sved og smerte.

Denne livsens gave til os far os til at spgrge, hvad godt
vi kan gare, nar nu Jesus har tilgivet os! Og vi kan ggre
sd meget godt i familie, i gteskab, i menighed, pa
arbejdsplads og i naboskab. Bed Jesus vise dig hvad!
Laeg marke til, hvad de, du er sammen med, har brug
for. Og hjeelp dem med alt det, du har mulighed for at
hjelpe dem med. P4 samme made hjelper andre dgbte,
der tror pa Jesus, ogsa os. Jo, der er grund til tak og
bare tak. Amen

Therefore, there are basically only two ways of living
in this world: in forgiveness or without forgiveness, in
baptism or without baptism. Baptism and faith unite us
with Jesus. "He who believes and is baptized will be
saved. But he who disbelieves will be judged,” says
Jesus (Mark 16:16). So it doesn't matter if you have
ruined your neighbor's life by ruining him, or you have
only sinned in your heart. The crucial thing is that you
are baptized and put your trust in Jesus. Where he is,
there is heaven open. Where he is, there God speaks
loudly and says to you, "Jesus is my Son, the beloved.
And so are you! You are my son - my daughter - and |
love you for Jesus' sake!"

It is God's gift that there is a river that runs through the
desert in which we live. Good thing Jesus came to us
in that desert. Where he is, there is the river of
BAPTISM with living water. And it branches out into
all areas of our personal lives, into marriage, into
family, and into the sweat and pain of everyday life.

This gift of life to us makes us ask what good we can
do now that Jesus has forgiven us! And we can do so
much good in family, in marriage, in the ward, in the
workplace, and in neighborliness. Ask Jesus to show
you what! Notice what those you are with need. And
help them with everything you can to help them with.
In the same way, other baptized people who believe in
Jesus also help us. Yes, there is reason for thanks and
just thank you. Amen.




