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Vi har brug for styrke til at std op om morge-nen, til at
ga pa arbejde, til at veere sammen med andre, til at
tage en uddannelse, til at vaere alene, til at vaere syg,
til at bevare habet, til at leve livet. Styrke i
modgangen; men ogsa styrke hos Gud i medgang, nar
alt synes at ga godt. Styrke i HAM, sa vi ikke lever
uden ham og gar vor egen vej.

Det geelder for dgbte bgrn. De behgver styrke i Gud!
Det glder dgbte voksne. Vi behgver styrke i Gud.

Evangeliet forteeller om foraeldre og bgrn. Og her er
svaret pa, hvordan Jesus blev staerk i anden. Og Salme
84 i Salmernes bog fglger op og fortzller, hvordan
voksne har deres styrke i Gud og bliver til velsignelse
for andre.

1.
Indledningen til evangeliet lyder sadan:

40 0g drengen voksede op, blev staerk og fyldt med
visdom, og Guds ndde var over ham. ** Hvert dér tog
Jesu foraeldre til Jerusalem til paskefesten. (Luk 2,40-
41)

Jesus blev staerk. Men hvordan? Beretningen om
rejsen til paskefesten i Jerusalem svarer pa
spgrgsmalet. Her forteaelles jo, hvorfra Jesus fin sin
andelige styrke: Gennem foraeldrenes arlige deltagelse
i paskefesten. Jesus hgrte ar efter ar, at Gud havde
udfriet sit folk. Men ogsa ugentligt pa sabbatten i
synagogen. Sadan blev han fyldt med visdom og et liv
under Guds nade.

Og drengen voksede op, blev staerk og fyldt med
visdom, og Guds ndde var over ham.

Pa samme made med os: Gudstjenesten til paske
samler os med Guds folk, med menigheden, med
hinanden. Men kristne mgdes ogsa hver uge den dag,
som fik navnet “Herrens dag”, sgendagen, fordi Herren
opstod den fgrste dag i ugen. Dertil kommer ogsa to
andre store fester, som kristne har fejret efter Jesu
himmelfart: Kristi fgdsels fest, Kristi dg¢d og opstan-
delses-fest og Helligdndens fest. JUL, PASKE, PINSE.

Men han fik ogsa styrke i hverdagens liv med sine
foraeldre. Evangeliet fortzeller:

Sd fulgte han med dem tilbage til Nazaret, og han
var lydig mod dem. Hans mor gemte alle ordene i sit
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We need the strength to get up in the morning, to go to
work, to be with others, to get an education, to be alone,
to be sick, to keep hope, to live life. Strength in adversity;
but also strength with God in prosperity when everything
seems to be going well. Strength in HIM, so that we do not
live without Him and go our own way.

This applies to baptized children. They need strength in
God! This applies to baptized adults. We need strength in
God.

The gospel tells about parents and children. And here is
the answer to how Jesus became strong in spirit. And
Psalm 84 in the book of Psalms follows up and tells how
adults have their strength in God and become a blessing to
others.

1.
The introduction to the Gospel reads as follows:

40 And the boy grew up, and became strong and filled with
wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him. ** Each year,
Jesus' parents went to Jerusalem for the Passover. (Luke
2:40-41)

Jesus became strong. But how? The account of the journey
to the Passover feast in Jerusalem answers the question.
Here we tell where Jesus gets his spiritual strength:
Through his parents' annual participation in the Easter
feast. Jesus heard year after year that God had delivered
His people. But also weekly on the Sabbath in the
synagogue. Thus he was filled with wisdom and a life under
God's grace.

And the boy grew up, becoming strong and filled with
wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.

In the same way with us: the Easter service brings us
together with God's people, with the church, with each
other. But Christians also meet every week on the day that
was named "the Lord's day," Sunday, because the Lord
rose on the first day of the week. In addition, there are also
two other great feasts that Christians have celebrated after
the Ascension of Jesus: the Feast of the Nativity of Christ,
the Feast of Christ's Death and Resurrection, and the Feast
of the Holy Spirit. CHRISTMAS, EASTER, PENTECOST.

But he also gained strength in everyday life with his
parents. The gospel tells us:

Then he went back with them to Nazareth, and he obeyed
them. His mother hid all the words in her heart. And Jesus




hjerte. Og Jesus gik frem i visdom og vaekst og yndest
hos Gud og mennesker.

Lydighed. Egl. star der “underordning”. At han gjorde,
hvad de sagde, han skulle. Deres keerlighed, fasthed
og ledelse gjorde ham steerk. Han lyttede til deres
undervisning, tog med dem til paskefest, lyttede til
oplasning af Moses og Profeterne i Synagogen, lzerte
om Gud, lzerte at bede og synge.

Mange vil i dag sige, at det kun skaber svage bgrn.
Men Skriften siger noget andet. Og det holder vi os til.
Sadan blev vi staerke i troen som sma. Og sadan ma vi
gore for vore bgrn og sta sammen om det i
menigheden.

2.

Og det samme gjaldt for Maria og Josef. Der fortzlles
joom dem:

Hvert ar tog Jesu foreeldre til Jerusalem til
pdskefesten. Ogsda da han var blevet tolv dr, drog de
derop, som det var skik ved festen.

Men bliver man som voksen staerk af at holde
paskefest? Blev de steerke ved at Maria og Josef rejste
til Jerusalem for at holde paske? Rejsen varede en lille
uge frem og en lille uge hjem. Plus 7 dage i Jerusalem.
Ca. 17 dage taget ud af et ar. Hvordan kan det give
styrke? Hvordan kunne det ggre Maria til en staerk
kvinde. Og Josef til en steerk mand?

Svaret er JA. For troende israelitter fik deres tro fra
det, Gud havde gjort for dem i pasken, og det, han
lovede engang at ggre for dem nar Kristus kom. De
gjorde, som de vidste, man skulle ggre det i Guds folk.
Og det star i Salme 84 om styrken i Gud:

Lykkelige de mennesker, der har deres styrke i dig, de
som har i sinde at drage pa valfart. Nar de drager
gennem Baka-dalen, gar de den til et kildevaeld,
efterdrsregnen hyller den i velsignelse. De gdr fra kraft
til kraft og far Gud at se pa Zion. Herre, Haerskarers
Gud, hgr min bgn, Iyt, Jakobs Gud! Sela

Det er styrke, nar du ved, hvad Gud, den Almagtige,
din Frelser og din Herre vil med dig. Og han vil, at du
holder paskefest, sa du altid ved, hvor du kommer fra,
at han er din Herre og Frelser. For israelitterne var det
udfrielsen fra fangenskabet i Egypten. For os kristne er
det udfrielsen fra syndens og dgdens og djaevelens
rige. Og den udfrielse fastholdes vi i hver sgndag i
Guds kirke. Uden denne valfart til Guds hus, svinder
troen ind, visner og dgr. Da bilder vi os ind, at iv er
steerke i os selv, og vi vaere steerk i dig selv, og vi
veelger vore egen made at leve pa og svigter kaldet i
hverdagen og Guds folk om sgndagen.

increased in wisdom and growth and favor with God and
man.

Obedience. E.g. it says "subordination". That he did what
they said he should. Their love, firmness, and leadership
made him strong. He listened to their teachings, went with
them to Easter feasts, listened to the reading of Moses and
the Prophets in the synagogue, learned about God, learned
to pray and sing.

Many people today would say that it only creates weak
children. But Scripture says otherwise. And we stick to
that. This is how we became strong in faith as children.
And so we must do for our children and stand together for
it in the church.

2.

And the same was true of Mary and Joseph. There are
stories about them:

Every year, Jesus' parents went to Jerusalem for the
Passover. Even when he was twelve years old, they went
up there as was the custom at the feast.

But do you become strong as an adult by having an Easter
party? Did they become strong when Mary and Joseph
traveled to Jerusalem for the Passover? The journey lasted
a little more than a week ahead and a little more than a
week home. Plus 7 days in Jerusalem. Approximately 17
days taken out of a year. How can it give strength? How
could that make Mary a strong woman. And Joseph into a
strong man?

The answer is YES. For believing Israelites got their faith
from what God had done for them at the Passover, and
what He promised once to do for them when Christ came.
They did as they knew it should be done in God's people.
And it is written in Psalm 84 about the strength of God:

Happy the people who have their strength in you, those
who intend to go on pilgrimage. When they pass through
the Baka Valley, they turn it into a fountain, the autumn
rain shrouds it in blessing. They go from power to power
and make God look at Zion. Lord, God of hosts, hear my
prayer, hear, O God of Jacob. Sela

It is strength when you know what God, the Almighty, your
Savior and your Lord want for you. And He wants you to
have an Easter feast so that you always know where you
come from, that He is your Lord and Savior. For the
Israelites, it was deliverance from captivity in Egypt. For us
Christians, it is deliverance from the kingdom of sin and
death and the devil. And that deliverance we are
maintained in every Sunday in God's church. Without this
pilgrimage to the house of God, faith dwindles, withers,
and dies. Then we imagine that we are strong in ourselves,
and we are strong in ourselves, and we choose our own




3.
Hvad skal der sa til for at vi kan modtage den styrke:
FORST: Gud ma laegge sin vej ind i vort hjerte:

Lykkelige de mennesker, der har deres styrke i dig, de
som har i sinde at drage pd valfart.

Allerede det at du skal afsted til paskefest, ggr dig
glad. Du skal mgdes med andre kristne pa sgndag. De
behgver dig. Og du behgver dem. Og | kommer alle
som mennesker, der er svage og syndige i jer selv.
Men Herren er jeres styrke.

DERNZAST: Gud ma fa os til at ga den vej.

Ndr de drager gennem Baka-dalen, gar de den til et
kildeveeld, efterarsregnen hyller den i velsignelse.

At leve som kristne er ikke bare noget, i vores tanke,
ikke et abstrakt kristenliv, en abstrakt kirkegang. At
leve som kristne er helt konkret at vandre gennem
Bakadalen. “Bakadalen” betyder oversat “Taredalen”.
Det er at veaere der, hvor livet er sveert og ikke ga
udenom. Ga gennem den sammen. Veere sammen i
medgang og modgang.

Nar en troende israelit var i Bakadalen, var det pa vej
til Jerusalem, til paskefest. Derfor kom de ned i
taredalen med et hab: Habet om at Gud ville udfri
dem og frelse dem, ligesom han havde frelst dem
dengang i Egypten.

Nar vi selv eller andre kommer ud for lidelse og
modgang, da husk: du er sammen med de andre pa
vej til paskefest, til opstandelsesfest. Det giver hab i
taredalen.

Hvis dine tarer skyldes sin synd og skyld, da er pasken
din hjaelp: Jesus dgde jo i pasken for alle dine synder.
Hvis dine tarer skyldes, at du ikke har flere kreefter, at
andre har svigtet dig, og at du skal d@, da husk: Du er
pa vej til paskefest. Jesus, som opstod fra graven, til
ham er du dgbt. Du er ikleedt ham.

Sa kan du se bort fra alle dine egne kreefter og vaere sa
magteslgs, at du ikke duer til noget, ja, mest er et
problem for dig selv og for andre. Din JESUS er hos
dig. Du er dgbt til at veere hans. Du er i ham.

OG TIL SIDST: Du far Gud at se!

De gdr fra kraft til kraft og far Gud at se pa Zion.

Det var jo, hvad alle troende israelitter vidste var
umuligt. Ingen kunne se Gud og leve. Men Pa Zion var
det muligt. Det sted, hvor offeret blev bragt for deres

synder, fik de Gud at se i hans nade og keerlighed og
frelse.

way of living and fail the call in everyday life and God's
people on Sundays.

3.
What does it take for us to receive that strength:
FIRST: God must put His way into our hearts:

Happy the people who have their strength in you, those
who intend to go on pilgrimage.

The fact that you are going to an Easter party already
makes you happy. You will meet with other Christians on
Sunday. They need you. And you need them. And you all
come as people who are weak and sinful in yourselves. But
the Lord is your strength.

NEXT: God must make us go that way.

When they pass through the Baka Valley, they turn it into a
fountain, the autumn rain shrouds it in blessing.

Living as Christians is not just something in our minds, not
an abstract Christian life, an abstract church attendance.
To live as Christians is to walk through the Baka Valley.
"Bakadalen" translates to "Tear Valley". It is to be where
life is difficult and not to avoid it. Go through it together.
Be together for better or for worse.

When a believing Israelite was in the Baka Valley, it was on
its way to Jerusalem, for the Passover. So they came down
into the valley of tears with a hope: the hope that God
would deliver them and save them, just as He had saved
them back then in Egypt.

When we ourselves or others encounter suffering and
adversity, remember: you are with the others on your way
to the Easter feast, to the feast of the resurrection. It gives
hope in the valley of tears.

If your tears are due to sin and guilt, then Easter is your
help: Jesus died at Easter for all your sins. If your tears are
because you have no more strength, that others have
failed you, and that you are going to die, then remember:
You are on your way to an Easter feast. Jesus, who rose
from the grave, into him you were baptized. You are
clothed with him. Then you can disregard all your own
strength and be so powerless that you are not good for
anything, yes, mostly a problem for yourself and for others.
Your JESUS is with you. You are baptized to be his. You are
in Him.

AND FINALLY: You will see God!

They go from power to power and make God look at Zion.

After all, that was what all believing Israelites knew was
impossible. No one could see God and live. But in Zion it
was possible. At the place where the sacrifice was made




Vi ser Jesus pa korset. Det giver os kraft i livog i dgd.
Ham ser vi i evangeliet.

4.

Nar vi sidder med en aben bibel derhjemme og nar vi

er til gudstjeneste i menigheden, da g@r Gud dette for
os: Han styrker barnet, han styrker de voksne, og vi er
sammen med til at g@re taredalen til et velsignet sted

med kilder, der springer frem.

For her g@r vi det, som de gjorde pa Jesu tid under
paskefesten. Det star i 2 Mosebog:

Pa den dag skal du sige til din sgn: Det er pd grund af
det, Herren gjorde for mig, da jeg drog ud af Egypten
(2 Mos 13,3.7).

Sa har Josef sagt til Jesus: "Herren gjorde det for

mig." Og han viste Jesus, at det betgd ALT for ham ved
at vandre sammen med Jesus og Maria den lange tur
til Guds hus i Jerusalem. Og det var hvert ar. Han lagde
bibelhistorien om Guds frelse og omsorg ind i sin s@ns
hjerte op gennem barndommen. Sadan blev Jesus
steerk og fyldt med visdom.

Det kalder steerkt pa alle kristne foraeldre til at
fortzelle deres bgrn: "Det gjorde Herren for mig." Et
barn skal maerke sine foraeldres tro pa Guds frelse.
Forteel barnet, hvad Herren gjorde for jer! Derfor gar
vi i kirke om sgndagen. Derfor holder vi andagt i
hjemmet alle de andre seks dage.

Sadan bliver vi i vor svaghed og syndighed staerke i
Herren. Vi fyldes med visdom, og Guds ndde er over os
og vore bgrn. Amen.

for their sins, they saw God in His grace and love and
salvation.

We see Jesus on the cross. It gives us power in life and in
death. We see him in the gospel.

4.

When we sit with an open Bible at home and when we
attend worship in the church, God does this for us: He
strengthens the child, He strengthens the adults, and we
are together helping to make the Valley of Tears a blessed
place with springs springing forth.

For here we are doing what they did in Jesus' time during
the Easter feast. It says in Exodus:

On that day you must say to your son, 'It is because of what
the Lord did for me when | came out of Egypt' (Ex 13:3, 7).

Then Joseph said to Jesus, "The Lord did it for me." And he
showed Jesus that it meant EVERYTHING to him by walking
with Jesus and Mary the long trip to God's house in
Jerusalem. And that was every year. He put the Bible story
of God's salvation and care into his son's heart throughout
his childhood. This is how Jesus became strong and filled
with wisdom.

It strongly calls on all Christian parents to tell their
children, "The Lord did it for me." A child must feel his
parents' faith in God's salvation. Tell the child what the
Lord did for you! That's why we go to church on Sundays.
Therefore, we hold devotional at home all the other six
days.

This is how we become strong in the Lord in our weakness
and sinfulness. We are filled with wisdom, and God's grace
is upon us and our children. Amen.




