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CONFESSION AT LCMS Convention July 2019
5. THEOLOGY AND CHURCH

RELATIONS

* To Confess the Biblical Six-Day Creation,

* to Encourage Pastoral Conferences to Study
Our Synod's Statements on Creation,

* and to Help Congregations Concertedly
Address Issues Related to the Intersections of
Faith and Science

RESOLUTON S-09A
Overtures 5-11-24 (C W, 432-38)

WHEREAS, The Holy Scriptures teach that God is
the Creator of all that exists (Gen. 1: 1; Ps. 33:6, 9;
Heb. 11 :3; Col. 1: 16; John 1:1-4); and

WHEREAS, Issues related to the intersection of faith
and science continue to top the list of concerns of
young people in our church body (see Mark Kiessling
and Julianna Shults, "The Search for Young People:
2017 Research of Millennials and the LCMS,"
Concordia Journal 44, no. 4 [Fall2018]: 19-32); and

WHEREAS, The number of new discoveries (e.g., in
genetics and paleontology) and technology (e.g.,
artificial intelligence) continues to increase at an
exponential pace; and

WHEREAS, Many pastors and other church workers
may not be familiar with Synod's statements regarding
the scriptural teaching on creation and our place
within that creation; therefore be it

Resolved, That the Synod in convention confess that
Holy Scripture teaches that:

e God created the world in six natural days. We
confess that the duration of those natural days is
proclaimed in God's Word, "There was evening,
and there was morning, the first day” (Gen. 1:5);

e the creation of the first man, Adam, who was
made in the image of God (Gen. 1 :27), was an
historical event;

e death came into the world as the consequence of
Adam'’ s sin (Rom. 5:12);
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BEKENDELSE PA LCMS’ Synodemade Juli 2019
5. Teologi og kirke-

relationer

* At bekende den bibelske skabelse pa seks
dage

* 0g opmuntre praestekonventer til at
studere synodens erklaeringer om skabelsen,
* 0g hjeelpe menigheder til at arbejde kon-
kret med forholdet mellem tro og videnskab.

Resolution s-09A

FORDI De hellige Skrifter laerer, at Gud er
Skaberen, som er ophav til alt, hvad der eksisterer
(1 Mos 1,1; Sl 33,6.9; Hebr 11,3; Kol 1,16; Joh
1,1-4). Og

FORDI spgrgsmal om forholdet mellem tro og
videnskab star gverst pa listen over “Issures” i vort
kirkesamfund (se Mark Kiessling og Julianna
Shults, ”The search for Young People: 2017
Research of Millennials and the LCMS,”
Concordia Journal 44, no. 4), og

FORDI antallet af ny fund (genetik og
palzeontologi) og teknologi (kunstig intelligens)
fortsaetter med at vokse med ekspotentiel
hastighed; og

FORDI mange prester og andre kirkelige
medarbejdere ikke er bekendt med Synodens
udtalelser angaende Skriftens leere om skabelse og
vores stilling til Skabelsen; derfor:

Besluttes: at Synoden pa sin convention bekender,

at Skriften leerer, at

e Gud skabte verden pa seks naturlige dage. Vi
bekender, at varigheden af disse naturlige dage
forkyndes i Guds ord. Det blev aften og det blev
morgen den farste dag (1 Mos 1,5).

o Skabelsen af det fgrste menneske, Adam, som
blev skabt i Guds billede (1 Mos 1,27) var en
historisk begivenhed.

e Dgden kom ind i verden som fglge af Adams
synd (Rom 5,12).




and be it further

Resolved, That pastors and other Church workers

be encouraged to confess, witness to, and up hold

in their teaching the Synod's publicly stated

positions as set forth in A Brief Statement of the

Doctrinal Position of the Missouri Synod, Article

5 (adopted 1932):
We teach that God has created heaven and earth,
and that in the manner and in the space of time
recorded in the Holy Scriptures, especially Gen. |
and 2, namely, by His almighty creative word, and in
six days. We reject every doctrine which denies or
limits the work of creation as taught in Scripture. In
our days it is denied or limited by those who assert,
ostensibly in deference to science, that the world
came into existence through a process of evolution;
that is, that it has, in immense periods of time,
developed more or less of itself. Since no man was
present when it pleased God to create the world, we
must look for a reliable account of creation to God's
own record, found in God's own book, the Bible. We
accept God's own record with full confidence and
confess with Luther's Catechism: "I believe that God
has made me and all creatures.”

And in A Statement of Scriptural and Confessional

Principles, Article V (adopted 1973):
We believe, teach and confess that God, by the
almighty power of His Word, created all things. We
also believe that man, as the principal creature of
God, was specially created in the image of God, that
is, in a state of righteousness, innocence and
blessedness.

We affirm that Adam and Eve were real historical
human beings, the first two people in the world, and
that their fall was a historical occurrence which
brought sin into the world so that "since the fall of
Adam all men who are propagated according to
nature are born in sin" (Augsburg Confession 11 1).

We confess that man's fall necessitated the gracious
redemptive work of Jesus Christ and that fallen
man's only hope for salvation from his sin lies in
Jesus Christ, his Redeemer and Lord.

We therefore reject the following:
1. All world views, philosophical theories and
exegetical interpretations that pervert these
Biblical teachings and thus obscure the Gospel.

og yderligere

Besluttes, at preaester og andre kirkelige
medarbejdere opmuntres til i deres undervisning at
bekende, bevidne og opretholde, hvad Synoden har
fremlagt i ”Brief Statement” artikel 5 (vedtaget
1932):
Vi leerer, at Gud har skabt himmel og jord, og at
han har gjort det p& den made og i det tidsrum,
som der er nedskrevet i De hellige Skrifter, saer-
ligt i 1 Mosebog 1-2, nemlig ved hans almagtige
og skabende ord, og pa seks dage. Vi forkaster
enhver lere, som benzagter eller begranser
skabelsens, sddan som der undervises i Skriften. |
vore dage benegtes eller begranses den af dem,
som heaevder, angiveligt i respekt for videnskab, at
verden blev til gennem en evolutionar proces,
dvs. at den gennem lange perioder har udviklet
sig mere eller mindre af sig selv. Efter som intet
menneske var til stede, da det behagede Gud at
skabe verden, ma vi lede efter en palidelig beret-
ning om skabelsen i den fortealling, som Gud selv
har nedfeldet, og som findes i Guds egen bog,
Bibelen. Vi accepterer Guds egen beretning i fuld
tillid og bekender med Luthers lille Katekismus:
“Jeg tror, at Gud har skabt mig og alle andre
skabninger.

Og En udtalelse om Skrift- og bekendelsesmassige
principper, artikel V (vedtaget 1973):
Vi tror, leerer og bekender, at Gud ved sit ords
almegtige kraft skabte alle ting. Vi tror ogsa, at
mennesket som Guds hgjeste skabning blev skabt
pa en sarlig made, nemlig i Guds billede, dvs.
med retfeerdighed, uskyldighed og salighed.

Vi bekreafter, at Adam og Eva var virkelige
historiske mennesker, de farste to mennesker i
verden, og at deres fald var en historisk
begivenhed, som bragte synd ind i verden, sda at ”
siden Adams fald fades alle mennesker, som
er forplantet pa naturlig made, med synd”
(Den Augsburgske Bekendelse art. 2).

Vi bekender, at menneskets fald gjorde Jesu
Kristi forlgsning-vaerk af ndde ngdvendigt, og
at det faldne menneskes eneste hab til frelse
fra synden findes i Jesus Kristus, som er
menneskets forlgser og Herre.

Derfor forkaster vi desuden fglgende:

1. Alle verdensanskuelser, filosofiske teorier og
eksegetiske udlaegninger, som perverterer denne
bibelske undervisning og saledes fordunkler
Evangeliet.




2. The notion that man did not come into being
through the direct creative action of God, but
through a process of evolution from lower forms
of life, which in tum developed from matter that
is either eternal, autonomous or self- generating.

3. The opinion that the image of God in which
Adam and Eve were created did not consist of
concreated righteousness, that is, a perfect
relationship to God.

4. The notion that Adam and Eve were not real
historical persons and that their fall was not a real
historical event which brought sin and death into
the world.

5. The opinion that original sin does not deprive all
men of their spiritual powers and make it
impossible for them to be in the right relationship
to God apart from faith in Jesus Christ.

and be it further

Resolved, That pastors be encouraged to study and
discuss within their pastoral conferences (district and
circuit) the Commission on Theology and Church
Relations reports: Creation in Biblical Perspective
(1970), Together with All Creatures: Caring for God
's Living Earth (2010). and All Things Hold Together
in Christ: The Intersection of Science and Christian
Theology (2015);

and be it further

Resolved, That pastors care for and instruct their
people, especially their young people, by addressing
issues related to the intersection of faith and science
by leading thoughtful discussions that:

e help them remain faithful to our confession as
set forth in the Scriptures, exhibited in our
Confessions, and affirmed in the Synod's
publicly stated positions: and

o address accurately and honestly the assump-
tions, theories, and findings of scientists along
with the challenges that they raise for
Christian thought;

and be it finally

Resolved, That pastors encourage and equip their
people to look for and engage in respectful and
thoughtful conversations that give a Christian witness.

Se LIFESTREAM: https://www.lcms.org/convention/livestream, July
23, 2019, ”Afternoon Session” fra 2:43 til 3:15.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EnDBFtAVeaE&list=PLDuQiVoFL d4C
TqtlAVoHUQgHVsfbHhsnZ&index=11

2. Den antagelse, at mennesket ikke blev til ved
Guds direkte skabende handling, men gennem
en evolutionar proces fra lavere livsformer,
som udviklede sig fra en materie, som enten var
evig, autonom eller i stand til at genere sig selv.

3. Den mening, at Guds billede, i hvilket Adam og
Eva blev skabt, ikke bestod i retfeerdighed, dvs.
et fuldkomment feellesskab med Gud.

4. Den mening, at Adam og Eva ikke var virkelige
historiske personer, og at deres fald ikke var en
virkelig historisk begivenhed, som bragte
synden og daden ind i verden.

5. Den mening, at arvesynden ikke fratager alle
mennesker deres andelige kraefter og ger det
umuligt for dem at sta i et ret forhold til Gud
uden troen pa Jesus Kristus.

Og det skal yderligere

Besluttes, at preester opmuntres til at studere og
diskutere pa deres praestekonventer (distrikts- og
circuits konventer) CTCR’s rapporter: Skabelse i
Bibelsk Perspektiv (1970), Sammen med alle
skabninger: Omsorg for Guds levende jord (2010)
og Alt sammenfattes i Kristus: Forholdet mellem
Videnskab og Kristen teologi (2015).

Og det skal yderligere

Besluttes, at preester sgrger for og underviser deres
menigheder, serligt de unge, idet de tager emner
op, som har at gare med forholdet mellem tro og
videnskab, idet de leder samtaler herom og dermed:
e Hjalper dem til at veere tro mod vor
bekendelse, som er fremsat i Skrifterne, udlagt i
vore bekendelsesskrifter og bevidnet i
Synodens offentlige udtalelser, og
o Drgfter og erligt arbejder med antagelser,
teorier og videnskabelige opdagelser og den
udfordring, der rejses for kristen teenkning;

Og det skal endelig

Besluttes, at preester opmuntrer og udruster deres
menigheder til med respekt at engagere sig i
konstruktive samtaler med andre, sa der gives et
kristent vidnesbyrd.
Se Video-optagelse: https://www.lcms.org/convention/livestream,
July 23, 2019, ”Afternoon Session” fra 2:43 til 3:15.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EnDBFtAVeaE&list=PL Du0iVoF
L_d4CTqgtlIAVoHUqHVsfbHhsnZ&index=11
Oversattelse ved Leif G. Jensen
Til vivit.dk og BibelskSkabelse.dk
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